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Ghost Stories C

H®EE RIVLERS MUSELIM

will expand 115 Ghost Stories

Curuvan Tour this vear, devot-
ing two evenings to the event, The
Tour will be conducied an Friday, Octle-
ber 21 and Saturday, October 22, 2005
starling al 5:30 both cvenings.

Tour participants will gather at
Three Rivers Museunt where the Curu-
van outing will hegin. Pollowing a pres-
citation from Roger Bell, chairman of
Three Rivers Museum, the group will
then drive to siles around Muskogee
where ghostly legenls reside,

One of the popular stops from Jast
year s Ghost Stories wour will be re-
peated again this year, A visit o Adaloa
Lodge Museum on the Bacone College
CANIPUS PIVES PUrlicipants an oppodto-
nity 1o hicar sbout the daacing Kachina
Dolls. These dolls wee saad oy be repre-
sentative of supemmatural beings in the
Hopi religian,

A new stop on this year's tour will be
4 home in Muskogee that has seen a
continual change of ownership vver the
years, Mysterious happenings at this
federalist style home keep the house
frequertly up for sale!

The Histary Explorers Ghost Stotics

aravan Expanded

Jokur Timothy, Divector of Aretoa Ledee, expluing the
nivsteriones Kaching Daofl coffecion,

Caravan Tour was featured on Dis-
cover Oklahoma, a television program
produced by the state’s tourism deparn-
ment. The program aired on Scplem-
ber 24 in Tulsa and Oklahoma City and
fearured ghost wues being offered
arcund the state in Oclober,

Last year's Ghost Stonies Tour drew
rave reviews from the nearly 70 partici-
pants who tramped through cemeteries
in the dark. Many plio to attend again
this year.

Reservations are requtred for this
tour, You can reserve your space hy

calling the museum at 918-686-6624.
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Museum News Briefs

Museum Will Offer
Football Day

HREE RIVERS MUSELUM
will present a special day
about itrea spornts dgain this

vear. The date for this event will be
Saturday, November 19 from 10:00
um. to 4:00 p.m. ar the museum in the
Midland Vauiley Depot at 220 Elgin in
Muskoszee.

With an emphasis on football jn the
Three Forks ares, the event's special
guests will be Rick Bryan lrom Coweta
and Preston Carpenter from Broken
Arrow. Bryan was an All-American
player at Okluhoma University and
played lor the Auanta Falcons.

Curpenter played for Muskogee
Central High School, 1951-52, the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. then severa] NFL
teams. While with the Pitsburgh
Steelers. Carpenter was clected 1o the
Pro Bowl,

We will also have s drawing for an
CHU football signed by All-Amedicun
Teddy Lehman from Fort Gibson.

The Phoenis sports writers have
written articles about arca spors his-
tory and will be involved in our Foot-
ball Day.

Members of the 19505 Central High
School teams will be special guests
with some surprise photos, pame fifm,
ard a clip of team members on the Ed
Sullivan Show.

Spons enthusiasts will want w join
fellow fans for Three Rivers Musclim's
Foothall Day. The cost for the evem
will be %4 per person, not including
lunch offered for sale by Chet's Hot
Daps,

Remembering Kit Stewart

HREE
RIVERS
MUSEUM

lost a guod friend in
Katherine “Kit"”
Stewart at her pass-
ing away on Augnst
2.2003.

A long-time mem-
ber of the Board of
Direciors for Three Rivers Museum,
Kit was an enthusiastic supporter of
this project who worked tirelessly o
see the dream come Lo reality,

Kit was ajso involved with the Jocal
DAR chapter and worked in Republi-
can polifics in Muskogee County. She
was a member of First Preshytenian
Church in Muskogee.

Described by those who knew her ag
gracious, poised and positive, Kit was
equally comfortable being a leader or a

Three Rivers Historian
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220 Elgin * Muoskogee, OK 74401
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member of a team. She served with her
husband E.L. “Bud” Stewart on many
boards and commitees during their 54
years of marriage.

published quarterly by Three Rivers Museum
copyright 2005

Three Rivers Museum will greaily
miss Kit Stewart and its board and stalf
extend their condolences to her family.
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Early Publishing in Oklahoma

fov Coerdbvre Hhennrats Foremun

The folfawing avticle is an excerpl from
Carafvi Forcman's ok, Oklahoma Tn-
prines,

N INDMIAN TERRITORY .. L ahe

[irst printing press wis sel ap at

LInien Mission hy 1he Reverend
Samue]l A Worcester in (835, The mes-
sion was esiablished in 1820 on the west
hunk ol the Grand River on the site now
in the somheast corner of Mayes County
about five mitles northeast of Mazie,
Oklahoma

The first issue from the press was fa-
tutst in Naktsoku or The Chifd's Book by
Reverend John Fleming, missionary of
the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions. This tiny book in
the Creck or Muscopee lunguage, printed
by John F, Wheeler, was soon followaed
by Choctaw and Cherokee almanacs.,
valumes ol hymus, and the Cherokee
atphaber,

Printing 1 Cklahoma actually goes
back to the date when the obscure
Cherokee, Sequoyah, intrigued by the
anlity of 1he while mman Lo convey mes-
sages by the “talking leaf,” first endeay-
ured to compase un alphiabet for his peo-
ple.

His syilubary is so simple that hua-
dreds of the Clherokee poople were soon
ghie to read and iU was to satisly (heir
demand for reading matter . . . that the
Cherokee National Council decided 1o
buy « printing press. 1 was the appear-
ance of the Cheroker Mhoeniv in the Se-
quoyah alphabet that caused the remark-
able awakening of the Cherokee Nation.

Llias Boudinot, the edior of the
Chernkee Phoenix |was described] 2s an
“intelligent, pubhic-spirited Chernkee™
wha “labored with much zcal and ability

for {he good of his people.™

Brainerd Mission was established in
Creorgiein 18 E6 and the Reverend Sam-
uel Austin Worcester who arrived there
i1 October, 1825, was 1o devote the re-
maintng thirty-four years of his life 10
the translation of the Gospels and other
works for the Indian nutions,

When the Cherckee National Council
appropriaded money for the establish-
ment of a printing press Elias Boadinot
went to the northern states and applied
for wid for the project. He received
abtwindant belp and Mr. Worcester went
o Boston in the summer of 1827 10 su-
pervise the making of the matrices for
Seqguoyah’s syllabary, 1o have the type
cast, and (o buy a printing press. A font
ot English type was also procured.

The Cherokee Phoenix was the lirst
uboriginal newspaper in the United
States and the printing oftice was a log
house, twenty by thiny feet. 'The press.
shapped (o Avgusia by boat, had to be
trunsported two hundred mites overland
i New Echae.

Elias Boudino was only twenty-
seven years old when he became the
editor of the Cherokee national paper.
The first printers . . . were John Foster
Wheeler and Tsasc H. Harris and they
arrived i New Bchota in December,
1827, Asihey did not understand the
Sequoyah characlers Worcester and
Boudinat stood by and handed out the
LYPE as I wias set,

The first copy of the Cherokee Phoe-
nie was issued February 21, 1828, The
Phoeniy was published for about six
yairs whitn it was suspended by the au-
thorities of Georgia who imprisoned Mr.
Worcester and Mr. Wheeler as part of

contintied an page 4
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The Three

Rivers Area

What makes up
the Three Rivirs
Aren?

Iis detined to
include Muskogee
County, all the
counties that
border Muskogsee
County - -
Cherokee,
Haskell.

Mayes, Melntosh,
Okmulgee,
Sequayiah and
Wagoner
Counties.

The Three Rivers
Muscum hopes Lo
collect and pre-
serve historical
artifacts from this
entire region.
Contact the
nseum if you
have something w
donate at
6RG-6624,
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Koy & Lin Barmore
Berthany Bowline
Charles & Winnie
Brownan

Hradiey Funerul
Home

Kuihryn Butke
Lianne Cain

Mr. & Mrs H.C,
Chimcellor

Foel Cousins

James Crotry

Maux & Peggy
Eversole

M. & Mrs. CE.
Kuykendall
Kirshoer Foundation
Loftis Farnirre
Moffit Farker & Co.
Muskozee Breakfis
{ptimists Club
Muskoygee Conven-
tien & Tourism
Muskogee County
Historical Socicly
Muskoyree Phoenix
M & Mrs Hareld
Facterson

Minune Paxson
Pumps & Controls
Tun & Karen Rilchey
Forney Sandlin

Hitl & Kathleen
Senle

Mr, & Mrs. Ron
Spradlin

Mare Wadley

Fhree Bivers Hosmoeimr

Early Oklahoma Publishing

the camypaign for driving the Chere-
kees out of Gearzia,

The Last edition of the paper was
primied May 3, 1834, Ehas
Boudinot was the editor from Febrg-
ary 2. 1828 1o August 1. [832, when
Chuet Tohn Ross appointed Eljsh
Hicks 1o succeed funy. The interest in
the Cherckee nowspaper was very
ureal and people ordered copies (rom
all over the country, while the London
fimex exchanged with it on equal
Lerms.

As 5001 as the Indins became in-
levested in the Chastian religion. the
Jesire o read in their own languape
led to an overwhelming demand lor
baoks. and the press at New Echota
wis kepl busy, The Gospel of Mal-
thew, a collection of hymns, an alma-
nac. tracts, and many other books

were lranslated by Worcester and
Boudinot and printed in the Cherokee
characters, while a spelling book
cdition of hymns in the Choctaw lan-
fuage were gagerly sought.

Dr. Worcesier and Boudinol, famil-
1ar with the great advance made by the
Indians after the installation of the
printing press at New Echota, deter-
mined to resume the work as soon as
possible after the Cherokees were sel-
tled in their new home. Worcester se-
cured g press, type and paper and
shipped them abourd & sleamboat when
he commenced his journey to join the
Indians.

His plans were temporarily inter-
rupted by the sinking of the boat
which carried down the press and all of
his books and household effects. The
press was salvaged bot the print paper

Jomn the Friends of the Home

Your donation to Fricnds of the
Thomus-Foreman Home will help
s matntain this Muskogee ireas-
ure. All money sent to the Tho-
mas-Foreman Home is kept sepa-
rate from Three Rivers Museum
funds. Please complete the form
at right and mail to;

Frivnds of the
Thomaus-Foreman Home*
1419 W, Oknilgee Ave,
Muskosee, OK 74401

Thank you!

*Iricmds is o 3N cd comporainn  Your
contethutin i3 1ax Jeduclibla.

pape 4

O Yes, | wanit by suppor the [homas-Fareman
Heme !

Mame

Address

Phone

E-mail

Please mack your donedicn level below. Donors
wilk receive free admission (o the Thomas-Foreman
Hiwme.

— 520 Individual 330 Family
_ R0 Bulder __ %250 Friend
5506 Susininer

bake checks puyuble 1 Frivnds of the Thomas-
Foreman Home,




Early Oklahoma Publishing

wis lost. This primitive press wis set
up at Union Mission, five miles noith-
cast of 1he present Marie, Okliboma, in
the sumner of X35, and there the irst
printing in the Tuture state of Oklihoma
Wik depe.

All the newspupers started in the two
lerTitories were imparlanl, as they are g
part ol the history of the state of Okla-
hona.

Many towns have changed their
names and SOne Rewspupers were
started in villages where there were no
pust offices. Papers were launched wilh
high hopes in boom towns or in prajects
started by railroads or reul estate com-
panies and, as prosperity Luiled (0 mate-
rialize, the editors folded thetr tents and
silently stole away.

It [is] difticult to leam 1he exact date
of the founding of many of (b pupers,
s ufter a few years and the chanping of
editors the diate advertised as the one
when the paper was established was
rarely correct.

While the fucts given in the newspa-
per directories are fimited, much has
been found in them that otherwise
would not have been availuble, as some
of the towns have disappeared {rom the
map ard are Forgotten by all but a few
poneers who were personally interested
in thent.

The editors maved Irom pluce to
place, sometimes establishing @ new
paper every few years. Many times pu-
pers were advertiscd as independent,
Republican or Democralic at the same
tume 1in different [direciories).

The newspaper business was over-
crowtted a4t first and many consolida-
tions and suspensions were inevitable.

The early editors of Indian and Okla-
homa termitories were like the men who

formed Roosevelt’s famous Rough Rid-
erst “Some they had diplomas and for
»0IMe was warnumts ol These men fre-
quently turned from publishing papers (o
the prictice of law or medicine and a
number of them became bankers almost
overnighl

The Tonitnde and versutility of the
proncer editors were remarkiable and the
hardships suffered by themt almost unbe-
lievable. With a small hand press which
conbd be transported from place to place
in a wagon, or cven i wheelbarrow in un
cmergency, these plucky men issued
their papers from tents, wagons, saw-
milks, ar ahandoned school houses,

Men with a few hundred dollars
would erect i small wooden building as
an ofhice und often this served for many
years, until the financtal condition of the
publisher improved.

Phases of United States history can be
uaced by the names of political parties
bome by newspapers started o advocate
Ihe principles of such organizations as
the Free Silver panty, and the Peaple's
party. The editonal policy of a paper
someumes changed 10 be more in har-
mony with the political party in power,

In Nevember, 1887, 4 proposal was
made for the formation of 4 press asso-
ciation in the Indian Temitory, which
then included all of Oklahoma. Nine
editors were present at the first meeting
held in Muskogee, March 19, 1888

The Oklahoma Press Association
sponsored the fommation of the Okia-
homa Historicul Sociely at Kingfisher
May 27. 1893 and this institulion is the
great repostiory of the newspapers of
Oklahoma. The vast collection of
20,000 volumes of newspapers is one of
which many an older state might be
proud, w
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Wherve [s
the Three

Rivers

Museum?

The mitseun is lo-
cated 1n downtown
Muskogee at 220
Elgin. Take Hwy
&9 10 Okmulzee
Ave. Then east on
Okmulgee Ave. 1o
3rd St. Then go
south on 3rd Si. ko
Elgin.

We'reon
the Webl!

Stay up to date
with Museom
News and Special
Events by visiting
our websile at

Wy kL Trivers

PR CLIN L

Faff 2005



Our

Mission

The Three Rivers
Museumt hus been
established 1o tell
the complete story
of the founding,
settlement and
development of e
Three Rivers darea
erf Gklahoma,
The muasewm will
acvely seek ta
collect, preserve,
research, exhibir
e interpret a
coflection of
historic artifacts.
We will serve the
VESitors and
residents of the
ared Mroweh these
efforts ax well as
throtgh
eefucationat
progrims ond
special events. The
fhree Rivers
Museum hopes its
work will establish
u respect for the
region's past and
will contribute
guclity and value
tu ifs futare,

Three Rivers Mislorian
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Tales from Three Rivers

Early Towns Were Rough and Ragged

HREE CONGRESSIONAL
acts had a great unpact on the
Three Forks arca. First was the

Indian Removal Act of 1834 that forced
the Five Civilized Tribes 1o move to In-
dian Territory.

MNext was the Curtis Act of 189% tha
allowed towns in Indian Territory Lo in-
corporate for the Tirst fime.
The third was the Enabling
Act of 1906 that combined
Indian Termtory with Okla-
homa Termitory for the pur-
pose of forming the State of
Oklahoma.

The Curtis Act, adopled
by Congress in June 1898,

imagine what it would be like 1o live
i town that had ne authority o leyy
axes or provide for any public ser-
vices. The early 1wowns of Indian Ter-
ritory had no taxes — they ulso had no
paved streets or sidewalks, no public
waler or sewer system, no streetlights
and no public cducation.

With the Curis Act came
paved sirects, water works,
sidewalks. electric lights and
pubiic schoal systems. In-
corporated towns now had
the right to regulate town
affairs by ordinance, 1o cre-
ate public schools and main-
lain them with taxes.

People in Indian
Territory couldn't
verte for President
or Congress, but

they conld finally

vote for mavors
and town
councilors.

hrough! sweeping changes
1o Indian Territory. It abol-
ished the tribal court system and setup a
federal judicial system in Indian Terri-
tory with three distnicts.

The Northern judicial district was
headquartered in Muskogee and served
lhe Cherokee, Creek and Seminole Na-
tioms and the smaller tribes of the Qua-
paw Agency. A UL, juil and U.S.
clerk’s office were also located in Mus-
kogee for the Northern judicial district.

The Cuortis Act made provision for
the incorporation of towns in Indian
Territory. 1t allowed town lots to be Jaid
out, surveyed and platted and provided
for fee simple title to those town Jots for
alf individuals (not just ribal members).

Once title 1o a town lo1 was obtained,
there was to be no limitation on the right
to seil or morigage the lot.

Until this time, the lack of ability 1o
clearly own a lot in a town limited the
ability of towns 10 grow and develop
and to regulate themselves by luws and
taxcs.

As hateful as taxes scem to us today,

page &

People in Indian Terri-
tory still couldn’t vole for
President or Congress, but they could
vite for mayors and wwn councilors.

Territorial towns had been slow 10
grow before the Cortis Act of 1898,
With no method to incorporate or pro-
vide for a munivipal government, they
grew without a plan, without a survey
and strect plat, without any regula-
ticns.

Sireets were otten little more than
crooked alleys. People built homes or
businesses wherever they wanted be-
cause title 1o a surveved lot was un-
available. Those early towns had o
rough and ragged appearance.

But by 1900 most of the larger
towns of the Termitory had incomo-
rated, formed a municipal government,
platted 1own propenty and started
schools. The population of towns in
Indian Territory in 190{) was estimated
at 6,500 for Ardmore, 5,000 for Mus-
kogee, 2,800 for Wagoner, 2,500 for
Tulsa, 1,500 for Tahleguzh and 800
[or Eufaula. w
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Thanks to These Museum Members

Since 1995
Lin & Lindu Moore

Since 1998
Richart Carr
Mildred Cousins
Stephen & Charlote
Crank
Andy & Audiey Ewing
Cealdine Farns
Y Ferry
C G0 Fullenwider
Sue Guston
Jack & Bete llodpe
Diave & Thle Holloway
Edward & Phylhs
Kuykered|l
Haruld & Marjoric Pat-
LEEs O

Dt & Virpinia Pickle

Pioneer Abstract
Fumps & Controls, [nc.

Keep History Alivel Become A Museum Mem]:)er 5

¢ Be a part of preserving history for future generstions. Become a Three Rivers Museum member towday. An unnual
» membership provides you with the guanterly journal, free admission (o the museum and a10%
o mirchases i the moseum gift shop, Three Rivers Muscum is 2 50123 entity. Your donation is 2y deductible,

Marmne:

Rosemary Rice

Joe Teall

Wally & Fave Waits
WS, & Nancy Warner

Since 1999
Boben & Jean Anthis
Bank of Oklahoma
Maornis & Mary Caves
Joel Conrsns
Tack & Goenevieve Farr
Cari & Julie Mahery
Nick & Laune Fuller
Terry & Jeanie Gruhhs
Larry Hoffnum Insurance
Ray & Murgaret Anm Leh-
i

Since 2000
Acme Engineering
Rachel Baker
Sabunt Buckman

e would hike to welcome all our new members and thank
thase who have renewed their membership. We appreciate
your support of the Three Rivers Muoseun.

Fred &2 Dorenhy Biliss
Karen & Carer Bradley
Bichud & Leigh Bradiey
Eluarse & John Cabie
Chitdren’s Clime
Minam Freedmun
Geraldine Bates Flannah
Kathryn Lathim

Crainor bMiller

David & Billie Lynn
Maller

Muoskoges Federal Crodi
Limicmn

Muskogee Phoenix
Lidlian Ragsdale

Shirley Rovers

Nancy Steveson

Nancy & Phil Stelper
Trust Co. wf COklzhona
Funme Lu Yaite

Plzase complete this form and 1mail with
vour check made payable to the “I'hree

Rivers Museum.

Acddress:

_ Individual Membership 323

Fhone:

Since 2001
Teep Humnicnt
Ciwime & MNola Masan
[rarothy Pack
Ben & Warci Bobinson

Since 20002
John & Yivyan Coak
Rill & Bobbve Sy
Sam & Cathering Tyrrell

Since 203
Sarah Dixon
Phillip & Dixie Hopper

Shirfey Luwrence

Since 2004
Linda Fite
Bob & Caralyn Gibbs
Mae & Bob Grabuam
[Diana Kindell
Ondie & June Smith
Rick & Sue Tolben
hane Walker

New in 205
Dorothy Gray
Billy Gregnwood
Pegoy Turnguis

discount on

Clip vt copy amd mail 1o

Three Rivers Moscwin
2200 BElgin, Muskogee, OK 14401

My check for %

__ Family Membership $35

___ Bulder Membership $ 1040
_ Sponsor Membership $250
— Sustainer Membership $500

1% onelosed.

Furll 2eHi5
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Contact Us

The Three Rivers
Museum is abways
looking for
historical artfacts
pertinent o the
Three Rivers arca
of Oklahoma.

To make a
donation, please
call ux @ ARA-H6I4

Muscum
Hours:

Wed. thru San.
) aom. to
5300 pom.

Cul! about group
reservalions
and rates

686-6624

LA X

Suggestions?

Three Rivers Mu-
S2UT % YOUr niu-
seum. Tell us whin
you think abouot the
musenm and ihe
guarlerly journal.
Teil us what you
would like to sce in
the futtre. You
can help us muke
Three Rivers
Muscum better
with your ideay
and input.

Fhrree Rivers Hisiovian

099906609
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Three RivErs Trivia

Test Your Knowtedge of Three Rivers History

Questions:

. Wheie is the Doughboy statue pic-
tured W right located?

2. Wiuch of the Three Rivers was
ance called the Six Bulls?

3. What was the name of the congres-
stonal act that jonned Indian and Okla-
homa Territory 1o form one state?

4. What was the first Presbyterian
Mission in the Creek Narion, 1L T.?

U] PRE]RIRISS Ui
by Fupqoug gy d3aly
PUTI0) 7 oDFONSTIN Ut peniddsn ] SURIDIS, ©|

Slamsuy
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Recent Acquisitions

Tiwe Three Rivers Museum continuatly
recelves artifucts relating to the history of
the Three Forks region. Soie of our most
Tecent acquisitions speik W the wide var-
ety of stoncal subjpects thar the museum
Cian cover.

Charies Seribrer — baseball belonging to
Joe Mageto and signed by team; phato col-
tage from Camera Ans Shop

T Dliviares—bronze pligue presented to
Lola Irish, 2 seacher ot Franklin Sehool
from 1908 10 T928

Mury Gilienwater — collection of WWII-
CF NEWSDAPETs

Surah Tumer — vintage clothing dating
from the early 19005 10 19505 belonging to
Christina Hangtand

We canpol list every item, but wish 1o
give you a smatl sampling of what we have
recetved. We are grateful to every donor
who has shared an anifact wih us.

page %

New in the
Whistle Stop
Gift Shop

S s for Sooner
by Devin Scillian
This rhyming alphabet book aboul
Oklahoma is o great way to teach chil-
dren about the great things to be found
in the Sooner State.

LA B
We also carry 4 wide array of other
books on local history by local authors.
Come by and see our seleetion!

LR ¥ J
Our Recipes & Remembrances cook-
book makes u greai Christmas gift!

Museum e mbers receive 2 ] 06 discount!
Show your membership card amd ask
for your discount when vou visiy.




